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Contact:  Cristina Balli, (512) 441-9255, cballi@texasfolklife.org 

WHO:

Texas Folklife and South Texas College Mid-Valley Campus
WHAT: 

Tejano Conjunto/Norteño Music Convening
WHERE:
STC Mid-Valley Campus, 400 N. Border, Weslaco, TX 78596


Lecture Hall G191

WHEN:

October 2, 2010, 10:00 am – 7:00 pm, Lectures, panels and discussions



  


   8:00 pm – 11:00 pm, Gran Baile: Music Celebration
INFO:

www.texasfolklife.org and (512) 441-9255

ADMISSION:
FREE;  $15 donation optional for lunch
Tejano Conjunto/Norteño Music Convening to be held 

at South Texas College Mid-Valley Campus 

a cross-border examination of the current relationship between the music styles   
Austin, Texas – Texas Folklife—a statewide organization dedicated to preserving and presenting the diverse cultures and living heritage of the Lone Star State—and the Border Studies Club of South Texas College, Mid-Valley Campus, will host a bi-national convening to examine the history and current state of Tejano Conjunto and Norteño music with an engaged group of musicians, scholars, cultural workers, media professionals and the public from both sides of the border.  The convening, which is free and open to the public, will review the common history of these cultural markets, the way the musical styles have influenced each other over the years and are affected by economic forces, and highlight models where enthusiasts of both styles of music have been able to co-exist in harmony.
The program includes music history lectures by renown ethnomusicologists: Dr. Manuel Peña (UC Fresno) on Tejano Conjunto music, Guillermo Berrones (Secretaria de Educación Pública, Monterrey) on Norteño music, and Dr. Cecilia Ballí (UT Austin) and Dr. Catherine Ragland (UT Pan American) on the recent developments of both styles of music.  Musicians, promoters, media and recording professionals, cultural workers and academics will engage in panel discussions.  Participating musicians include Ramiro Cavazos, Julian Garza “El Viejo Paulino,” Cirilo Luna “El Palomo,” Grammy Award-winning Joel Guzman, and more.  Other confirmed participants include Francisco Ramos (Governor’s office of the State of Tamaulipas), Elsa Sanchez Sosa (Instituto Cultural Reynosense), Dr. Victor Aureliano Zuñiga (Universidad de Monterrey), Amancio J. Chapa (La Joya ISD), and Rogelio Nuñez (Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts Center).  The program will naturally end with music by young band Conteño of Brownsville, featuring Juan Longoria Jr., winner of the first Big Squeeze Accordion Contest, and more.  The dance will be held in the Pavillion of the Mid-Valley Campus of South Texas College.
Juan Tejeda, scholar and musician (Palo Alto College, Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center’s Tejano Conjunto Festival, Conjunto Aztlan), is one of the organizers of the conference.  "I am very excited about this convening of musicians, music industry experts and scholars from both sides of the border, Mexico and the U.S., because even though we have many things in common, a shared history, culture, language, land, musical influences, etc., we don't speak to each other enough.” Tejeda explains, “There are problems, misconceptions and misunderstandings on both sides of the border. This mini-conference allows us the opportunity to continue this very important bi-national dialogue which will contribute to our cross-cultural and cross-generational understanding of each other and our music, and how we can collaborate in positive ways." 

All lectures and panel discussions will be held at the Lecture Hall (G191) of the STC Mid-Valley Campus and are free and open to the public.  A $15 lunch donation is optional.  For reservations call (512) 441-9255 or visit www.texasfolklife.org.
The Tejano Conjunto/Norteño Music Convening is presented and sponsored by Texas Folklife, the Border Studies Club of South Texas College Mid-Valley Campus, the Center for Mexican American Studies of the University of Texas at Austin, Humanities Texas and Texas Commission on the Arts.  Additional support is provided by the College of Education and Humanities of the Universidad de Monterrey, the Instituto Reynosense para la Cultura y las Artes, the Center for Mexican American Studies and the Masters of Music in Ethnomusicology Program of UT Pan American, and the Department of History and Philosophy and Mexican American Studies Program of South Texas College.
More About Texas Folklife

For 25 years, Texas Folklife has honored the authentic cultural traditions passed down within communities and explored their importance in contemporary society. Through performances, including prestigious concerts at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. and the wildly popular annual Accordion Kings & Queens Festival in Houston; visually arresting exhibitions on subjects such as blues clubs in Houston, memory boxes made by children of Vietnamese immigrants, and West Texas ranch gates; outreach initiatives such as the Folk Arts in Education program; and collecting and archiving stories from Texas tradition bearers; Texas Folklife has fulfilled its mission in the last quarter century with great success. The anticipated audience for Texas Folklife programs and performances in 2010 is expected to be one million.
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