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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT:

Sheree Scarborough

(512) 922-5483, sheree.scarborough@gmail.com
TEXAS FOLKLIFE ANNOUNCES NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CRISTINA BALLI

Austin, Texas – February 1, 2012 – Texas Folklife today announced the appointment of Cristina Ballí as its new Executive Director. Ballí has served as the organization’s Associate Director since June 2010, having served as Program Director and Project Coordinator for South Texas in prior years, and brings more than a decade of arts and education expertise to the position. 

During her time as Associate Director, Ballí oversaw statewide performances, exhibits, and outreach programs viewed by over half a million Texans. Included in these performances and programs are the highly popular “Big Squeeze” accordion contest; “Stories from Deep in the Heart,” a National Endowment for the Arts public radio program; and “A Place at the Table,” a project to document the Lone Star State’s foodways with partners Texas Commission on the Arts and the Texas Department of Agriculture. She worked very closely with outgoing Director Nancy Bless on fundraising, marketing, and increasing the Austin-based non-profit’s public profile.

Previously, Ballí directed the Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts Center in San Benito where she oversaw the successful building and openings of the San Benito History, Texas Conjunto Museum Hall of Fame and Freddy Fender Museums. She was also a producer for the Rio Grande Valley public radio station KMBH/KHID where she hosted a weekly arts news segment and produced radio documentaries. Ballí is fluent in Spanish, holds a bachelor degree from Our Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio, and is a native of Brownsville.

“Cristina Ballí is just what Texas Folklife needs at this juncture. She is energetic, experienced, and committed to the heart of what this organization does—promote Texas culture. For the last several years, Cristina has been traveling around the state introducing our programs to a wider and wider audience. I know as Director she will help Texas Folklife grow in ways we can’t imagine right now,” said Bless, who has ably served as the organization’s Executive Director since 2004, steering it through tough financial times. 

“I am greatly honored to serve as Texas Folklife’s Executive Director,” said Ballí. “From the accordion and bajo sexto, to polka and blues, to yard art, to making mayhaw jelly, the strengths of this organization are the arts and artifacts of Texas’s traditional cultures. I believe very strongly in Texas Folklife’s mission and I look forward to building on its 25 year legacy and helping to lead it to the next level.”

About Texas Folklife

Texas Folklife is a statewide non-profit organization dedicated to presenting and preserving the diverse cultures and living heritage of the Lone Star State. For more than 25 years, Texas Folklife has honored the authentic cultural traditions passed down within communities, explored their importance in contemporary society, and celebrated them by providing accessible and joyful arts experiences. It is located in Austin, Texas, in the SoCo neighborhood—one of the city’s vibrant commercial and arts districts. 
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