Apprenticeship in the Folk Arts

Texas Folklife’s Apprenticeship in the Folk Arts program encourages the continuation of Texas traditional arts by providing grants to master artists to train qualified apprentices.  The program seeks to promote the passing on of specialized knowledge and advanced skills from a highly experienced master artist to an already dedicated but less accomplished apprentice.  This grant will compensate the master artist for his or her time and training; a specified amount may also be used to help offset the costs of travel and supplies.  Successful applicants will participate in one public presentation of their traditional art form at an event organized by Texas Folklife. 

The program supports intensive study between individuals who have shown a commitment to and talent for a specific traditional folk art form.  The one-on-one apprenticeship may not be applicable to certain art forms (mariachi ensembles, for example); in such situations, group apprenticeships will be considered.  Please call our office if you have questions about the compatibility of your art form with the Apprenticeships in the Folk Arts program. 

Definitions

The folk arts are those art forms that are practiced by a group of people who share an ethnic heritage, language, religion, occupation, or region.  The folk arts are learned informally and are often passed on from generation to generation.  They express community beliefs rather than individual artistic aesthetics.  

A Master artist is someone who is recognized by his or her community as an exceptional practitioner of a particular traditional art form.  An apprentice is someone who has experience with and has demonstrated a commitment to this traditional art, but who still needs to develop his or her skills.  The apprentice will study under the Master artist.
About Texas Folklife
Texas Folklife is a statewide non-profit cultural arts organization dedicated to the preservation and presentation of the traditional arts of the Lone Star State.  Texas Folklife’s mission is to identify, research, document, interpret and present the folklife of Texas.  Texas Folklife sponsors programs, concerts, workshops and exhibits that celebrate and educate others about Texas folk life and folkart.  Many of the artists who appear in these programs have also  participated in Texas Folklife’s Apprenticeships in the Folk Arts program.  

Grant Amount

The amount of each apprenticeship award will vary depending on the number of sessions, the amount of supplies needed, and whether or not travel is necessary for the master artist or apprentice to get to the site of the sessions.  A formula is included in the application to help applicants calculate the amount they are requesting.  Typical individual apprenticeships range from $1,500 to $2,000, while group apprenticeships may exceed $2,000.  Awards will not exceed $2,500.

Evaluation Criteria/ Eligibility

All completed applications will be reviewed by a panel according to the following criteria:

· Traditionality of the art form;

· Artistic quality of master artist’s work;

· Apprentice’s experience with and ongoing commitment to the art form;

· Shared membership of the master artist and the apprentice in a cultural community;

· Urgency, for endangered art forms;

· Feasibility of the proposed apprenticeship;

· Commitment of the individuals to the apprenticeship and to continuing the tradition after the apprenticeship.

This program will not fund:

· Recreations of historic artifacts or reenactments of lifestyles from the distant past;

· Contemporary and individual studio projects;

· Art forms that are not a part of a community or family.

Period of Study

The length of each apprenticeship will vary depending on:

· the traditional art form being taught;

· the goals of the apprenticeship;

· the frequency with which the master artist and apprentice meet, and;

· the length of each session.

It is expected that successful applicants will meet at least once a week during the apprenticeship period.  Apprenticeships funded through Texas Folklife should include between 12-16 hours of instruction per month.  Apprenticeships may begin at any time after successful applicants have been notified.  

How to Apply

Interested master artists and apprentices should apply as a team.  Before completing the application, each participant should meet to discuss their ideas for the apprenticeship.  Both the master artist and apprentice will need to agree on the following issues before completing the application: what material will be covered, how the sessions will be held, and how long the apprenticeship will last.  Further, we hope that both participants will discuss why participation in the apprenticeship program is valuable to each of them individually.  

The master artist and apprentice must complete the application form.  One page of the application is to be filled out by the master artist and a second by the apprentice.  The rest of the application, however, should be completed by both applicants together. 

Please answer all questions as thoroughly as possible.  Successful apprenticeships are selected on the basis of what information is submitted in the application.  Applications do not need to be typed, but should be legible.  If you complete the application by hand, please print. 

For an application, please contact:

Texas Folklife
1317 S. Congress Ave.
Austin, Texas 78704

(512) 441-9255
TEXAS FOLKLIFE
APPRENTICESHIPS IN THE FOLK ARTS

Master-Apprentice Grant Application
________________________________________________________________________

Name of Master Artist




      Social Security No.
________________________________________________________________________

Address

________________________________________________________________________
City


State



Zip 


County

(_____)____________________________    (_____)___________________________
Work Phone                                           Home Phone

_______________________________________________________________________
Name of Apprentice




     Social Security No. 

_______________________________________________________________________
Address

_______________________________________________________________________
City


State



Zip


County

(_____)____________________________  (_____)_____________________________

Work Phone
 Home Phone

A.
Traditional art form to be studied (explain the art form):
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. 
Master Artist Information (to be filled out by the Master):
1. 
Background of Master Artist.  Please describe your background and experience in your art form.  How long have you been practicing your art form?  How did you learn it?  What honors or other evidence can you give of your mastery in the art form?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Why do you want to participate in the Apprenticeship Program?  What do you hope to accomplish from your participation in the program?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C.
Apprentice Information (to be filled out by the Apprentice): 
1.
Background of Apprentice.  Please describe your background and experience in the traditional art form you wish to study (e.g., how long have you been involved in the art form you wish to study?  What is your current level of skill in the art form?  What are your plans for continuing to practice the art form you wish to study?) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Why do you want to participate in the Apprenticeship Program?  What do you do hope to accomplish from your participation in the program?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D.
Description of the Proposed Apprenticeship (Master Artist and 

           Apprentice should fill out the following sections together).
1.
Please tell us about the skills, techniques and forms you plan to cover during your proposed apprenticeship. Be as specific and detailed as possible. If you need extra space please feel free to continue on an additional piece of paper. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Time frame for the Proposed Apprenticeship:

a. 
Starting Date:
___/___/___



Ending Date:
___/___/___


b. 
Approximate number of learning lessons:



_____per week                  _____per month

c.
Length of each session: _____hours
d. 
Meeting Place: __________________________________

3.
Apprenticeship Budget


a.
Master Artist Fees




(should be most of the budget)

$________
b. 
Supplies and Materials




(please itemize; include travel if applicable)




______________

$________




______________

$________




______________

$________




______________

$________




______________

$________








Subtotal
$________



c. 
Other (please specify)


_________________________________
$________





TOTAL
$________

E.
Supporting Materials
Please provide supporting materials in addition to this application. These materials may include photographs, color slides, video tapes copies of newspaper articles, and letters of support from community members or other people who know you and your work in the traditional arts.  Label each item with your name.  If you cannot submit supporting materials, contact Texas Foklife to discuss alternatives.

Submit this application and supporting materials to:

Texas Folklife
Apprenticeships in the Folk Arts

1317 S. Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78704
If you have any questions, please call Apprenticeship Program Coordinator, at (512) 441-9255. You may also email at apprenticeships@texasfolklife.org.
